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JDS IN BRIEF 
•  The Project for Human Resource Development 

Scholarship by Japanese Grant Aid (JDS).  
•  The program has been started in Cambodia in 

2000. 
•  Up to the present, a total of 392 Fellows have 

been sent to Japan. (As of 2017) 
•  Each year 24 fellows are dispatched to study at 

Japanese universities.  



JDS IN BRIEF: TARGETS 
Sub-Program 

(Target Priority Area) 
Component 

(Development Issues) 
Accepting University 

Graduate School 
Number to be 

Accepted 

1. Strengthening of    
    Economic Basis 

Economic 
Infrastructure 
Development 

Infrastructure 
Development 

Hiroshima University 
GS for International Development 
and Cooperation (IDEC) 

3 

Urban Problems 
Solving 

Toyo University 
GS of Global and Regional 
Studies 

3 

Private Sectors Development  
Kobe University 
GS of International Cooperation 
Studies (GSICS) 

3 

Agriculture and Rural Development  
Tokyo University of Agriculture 
and Technology 
GS of Agriculture 

2 

2. Enhancement of 
Social Development 

Improvement of Education Quality 
Hiroshima University 
GS for International Development 
and Cooperation (IDEC) 

4 

Health System Strengthening  
Nagasaki University 
School of Tropical Medicine and 
Global Health 

2 

3. Enhancement of 
Governance 

Improvement of Administrative Functions Meiji University 
GS of Governance Studies 3 

Legal and Judicial Development  Nagoya University 
GS of Law 2 

Building and Internal Relation Ritsumeikan University 
GS of International Relations 2 



JDS IN BRIEF: REQUIREMENTS 
Nationality Citizens of Cambodia 

Age Between 22 and 39 years old  

Academic 
Background 

Bachelor Degree authorized by the Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) or other countries 

Other requirements or desirability of academic background 
 

Work 
Experience 

• Currently employed in the Target Organizations as a full-time employee (Except contract staff). 
• Required at least 2 (two) years of work experience including a period of probation as full-time 
employee in the target organizations at the time of application (Part time jobs and volunteer activities 
are not counted as work experience). 
• Target Organizations: http://jds-scholarship.org/country/cambodia/dl/TO_list_2017.pdf 

English 
Proficiency 

Have a good command of both written and spoken English. 
TOEFL 500-550 / IELTS 5.5 or equivalent is preferable (not required) 

Health 
Condition Mentally and physically in good health. 

Ineligibility 

• A person corresponds to the followings is not eligible to apply  
• Those who are currently receiving (or is scheduled to receive) another scholarship (including other 
scholarships of Japan). 
• Those who have obtained a master’s or higher degrees overseas under the support of foreign 
scholarship. 
• Military personnel and military civilian employees registered on the active list, and also personnel on  



JDS IN BRIEF: STEPS 
Steps Description 

Application 
Application could be downloaded or from JICE.  

Academic aptitude test TOEFL-ITP and Math tests . The test results will be used as references by the 
universities in later selection stages 

1st Selection Document Screening: Application Documents and research plan will be examined 
by the Japanese universities. 

Health Checkup 
The health checkup will be arranged at a hospital in Phnom Penh 

2nd Selection Technical Interview: Faculty members of the Japanese Universities will visit to 
Phnom Penh to conduct their interview exams. 

3rd Selection 
Comprehensive Interview: The Operating Committee members will conduct the 
interview exams. “Permission letter” will be required 

Approval by the OC Successful candidates will be approved and notified 



HOW TO PREPARE FOR APPLICATION 
•  Note your calendar 
•  Scan application document requirements  
•  Read theme indicated: Be critical  
•  Check current work: Try to relate to the theme 
•  Prepare your research plan: How it is related to 

your work 
 



HOW TO PREPARE FOR APPLICATION 
•  Prepare for the interview:  

•  Technical interview: Research Plan Focused  
•  Comprehensive interview: Utilization of the 

knowledge you would gain from Japan 
•  After conditional selection: 

Recommendations  



LIFE DURING THE JOURNEY 
•  Academic life 

•  Coursework… 
•  Research… 
•  Extra Activities—study visit 
•  And this is what we done… 
   

 

 



LIFE DURING THE JOURNEY 
•  Non-academic 

•  Socialization: Sport Events 
•  Khmer Culture transmission: Cultural events 
•  Networking 
•  … 
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FINAL REMARK  
•  JDS Contribution to my career and professional 

development  
•  Some people may believe in LUCK, yet, is it  

•  Opportunity and  
•  Preparation 

Try your best today for tomorrow preparation. 
 

Further Reference: 
http://jds-scholarship.org/country/cambodia/apply.html  


